
 

Weekly Wednesday Homily 

2 September 2020 

Readings: 1 Corinthians 3: 1-9, Psalm 62, Gospel Reading: Luke 4: 38-44 

The Martyrs of New Guinea, 1942 

(Eucharist readings of the day, according to the Anglican Church of Southern Africa 

Lectionary) 

Dear Friends 

A few years ago whilst sitting in a home service at a friend’s house, a prophet as he called 

himself spoke about the specific Gospel reading of today. He spoke about Jesus entering 

Simon’s house and healing Simon’s mother in-law. The woman was sick, she experienced 

a high fever and Jesus happened to be at there at the right time.  

According to the prophet, the woman did something extraordinary after Jesus had 

healed her. She began serving them. The prophet’s message that night was that we 

should never stop serving especially when God has been gracious to us. 

I have met many of these self-proclaimed prophets in my life. People who claim to get 

their messages directly from God, re-telling stories of the Bible in such a way that makes 

the hairs of your arm stand straight. Many messages given by some of these prophets 

were false, but others were true, having its root in the foundations of the Bible, as this 

prophet did. He didn’t lie nor was he false; in fact he explained what Simon’s mother in 

law did after she was healed. “Immediately she got up and began to serve them.” 

The rest of the gospel text indicates that the same day, many other people came to visit 

Jesus at Simon’s house. All who were sick and needed help came to Jesus as the sun was 

setting. He had laid his hands on many and many as we know were healed, many were 

released from demonic spirits and at day break Jesus moved to a silent place, getting 

ready for his next journey. 

But the night before Jesus had after he came from the synagogue, turned Simon Peter’s 

house into a small clinic, by first healing his mother in-law and several people thereafter. 

Simon Peter and his family must’ve helped a great deal when all those people came to 

their house and his mother in-law who just had a high-fever, assisted. 



This story, apart from reminding me of the prophet many years ago, has me thinking that 

one, Jesus was not afraid of anything and two, those who were in the presence of Jesus 

were not afraid either. Simon Peter’s mother in-law could have died from the high fever, 

Jesus had healed her and because of this she served, with all the sick people coming into 

his home, Simon Peter’s house hold served valiantly.  

The presence of Jesus makes it so much easier to serve no matter our own 

circumstances; we become brave, serving valiantly for the well-being of others. 

May we embrace the presence of Jesus as we serve him valiantly today! 

“Fight the good fight with all thy might, 

Christ is thy strength and Christ thy right, 

Lay hold on life, and it shall be, 

Thy joy and crown eternally.” 

      J. S. B. Monsell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


