
 

Weekly Wednesday Homily 

29 July 2020 

Readings: Jeremiah 15: 15-21, Psalm 59: 1-4, 18-20, Gospel Reading: Matthew 13: 44-46 

Homily passage based on Matthew 27: 45-54(Evening prayer reading) 

 We commemorate William Wilberforce, Philanthropist, 1833 

 (I thought that it may be a good idea to use another scripture passage for our homily today 

as we used the same Gospel passage for the 26th of July’s  homily.) 

Good morning friends 

There is no other way than to look at our current circumstances, talk about them, read 

about it, go into history and put forth work that enhances the biblical text and equips us 

to become better servants of Jesus Christ. We have an obligation as those who follow 

Jesus, to do better every day. 

In a recent conversation with some close friends, we spoke about the way people 

conduct themselves and treat others. The conversation stemmed from the death of a 

wife and mother in a car accident and the people on the scene who felt compelled first to 

take pictures, rather than running to the scene to see if they could help those who were 

suffering. 

Our society has become one where everybody has become “journalists” in their “own 

right” with no regard for the feelings and the wellbeing of others who are suffering. And 

although this type of behaviour is fairly “new” when we look at the scripture passage in 

Matthew 27 verse 45-54, we see the same behaviour.  

Jesus has been crucified and while he himself wonders how God could forsake him in his 

moments of suffering and his hour of need; those who witness this horror, have no 

compassion. We see it in what they say, “He is calling for Elijah.” Perhaps they didn’t 

understand what Jesus was saying, perhaps they mistook his words to mean Elijah, but 

what is apparent is that they stood and watched, questioning what he said rather than 

showing any kind of empathy towards his suffering. 

There was one person in particular who driven by his empathy towards Jesus, gets a 

sponge soaks it with sour wine and offers it to him, probably the only thing he could find 



in trying to wet the lips of the man hanging on the cross but the text says that the others 

told him, “Wait let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” It was after this that 

Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 

Even those who witnessed the crucifixion of Jesus were without empathy for him. “Wait 

let’s see if he really is a saint, let’s see if he was preaching the truth, wait let’s see if he 

will be radically transformed. Let’s wait and see if Elijah comes.” 

None of these people wanted to help Jesus, none of them had compassion. The drama of 

the crucifixion was more important to them than the life of a fellow human being 

suffering on a cross.  

Humanity since the time of Jesus has not changed. Instead of helping others, we say like 

the onlookers of his day, “Wait let’s see,” no one jumps in to give a helping hand in trying 

to relieve the suffering of others.  

Those who feel compelled to act against injustice and suffering of other human beings, 

like William Wilberforce, who wanted to abolish the slave trade, are very few. It has been 

decades after the crucifixion of Jesus and it seems as though only a few today are willing 

to assist others in their suffering while the rest watch and say, “Wait let’s see what 

happens next.” 

Oswald Chambers in one of his daily devotions once said, “To just read the words of 

Jesus, is child’s play.” We have to come to a point where we are not onlookers and 

bystanders of people’s suffering anymore. We have to show our empathy by asking, “Do 

you need a cup of water?” We need to learn the importance of compassion and empathy 

towards other human beings by acting on the urge to help others and we need to fight 

for it. By doing this we will indeed become better followers of Christ.  

“Lord make me an instrument of your peace, where there is hatred 

let your love increase”  

      St Francis 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


