
 

Weekly Wednesday Homily 

26 August 2020 

Readings: 2 Thessalonians 3: 6-18, Psalm 128, Gospel Reading: Matthew 23: 27-32 

(Eucharist readings of the day, according to the Anglican Church of Southern Africa 

Lectionary) 

Good morning friends 

The seasons are most definitely changing. It was only two weeks ago that the sun only 

reached the house at 20 Uil street after 08h00 in the morning. This week I realised that 

we are moving closer and closer to spring as the sunlight reaches us here earlier. This 

new yet very old awareness that seasons always change.  

The seasons of life are also like this. We find ourselves in different phases throughout our 

earthly journey. The toddler phase, teenage phase, early twenties and thirty phases and 

then the big 50! Halve a century and if we are very lucky 90 years of age. With each phase 

of life there are different challenges, different hopes and dreams, different growth 

patterns; our priorities change as soon as we make a big decision in our lives and so it is 

also with our spiritual journey, changing and growing. 

The book of Hebrews puts it rather bluntly, “In fact, though by this time you ought to be 

teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over 

again. You need milk, not solid food! Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not 

acquainted with the teaching about righteousness.  But solid food is for the mature, who by 

constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil (Hebrews 5:12-14).  

When you are an infant you require milk but when you are well within your years, solid 

food will do. The writer of the book of Hebrews understood this spiritual concept that 

Jesus had tried to teach the crowds and especially those who were in high esteem. The 

scribes and the Pharisees do not listen to him. This type of behaviour causes Jesus to 

unleash a series of woes at them. “Woe to you scribes, woe to you Pharisees, Woe you 

hypocrites!” 

The scribes and the Pharisees were the forerunners of the faith and it is even at the 

beginning of Matthew 23 that Jesus tells the crowd, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on 



Moses’ seat; therefore do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, 

for they do not practise what they teach.” 

Still mere infants and not acquainted with the righteousness of God, the scribes and the 

Pharisees can be seen as infants who require milk because solid food they cannot 

stomach. 

There comes a point in one’s spiritual life where you have to practise in secret what you 

proclaim in public. If I love God and all that he is in public, I need to make sure that I live 

by this standard in private as well.  

When we first encounter Christ, we are infants, fed with milk but as we grow, and as the 

seasons change, we grow into his likeness and we learn to digest solid food. If we don’t 

we become as Christ described the scribes and the Pharisees, “white washed tombs, 

which on the outside look beautiful, but inside full of bones of the dead.” 

As the seasons of our spiritual journey changes, we need to grow with it in order to 

stomach the righteousness of God. We must not become like the scribes and Pharisees 

who had to be taught and chastised by Jesus like infants requiring milk. This morning, as 

we witness the changing of the seasons and as we reminisce of years passing us by, may 

we not miss the opportunity to grow spiritually, after all, we do not want to be 

remembered as “whitewashed tombs, beautiful on the outside, but inside……….” 

“Lord Jesus, as the seasons change, as our lives change, may we also 

notice the changes of our spiritual journey and grow into your likeness, 

Amen”  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 


