
Synodical Report – 14-17 June 2016 

Parish Representatives – Fr Jerome Prins, Mrs Lorna Watt, Pat Buys 

 

It is our pleasure to report on our Synod held on the abovementioned dates at the 

Cathedral of St Mark the Evangelist, George. 

What is a Synod? 

The actual meaning of the word “Synod” is “journeying together” coming from two 

Greek words (syn hodos) that mean "with (someone) and road." 

 

It is a long-established practice in the Church to use this term for meetings held 

every three (3) years when members of the Church come together to review their 

work and make decisions for the next. A Synod is a “wonderful experience”, “an 

intense moment of growth”. Essentially, a Synod is a time and a process of walking 

together, that is firstly, an event or a destination and secondly, a process or a 

journey to get us there. Thus, we get the sense of our diocesan community travelling 

together upon the same road. This experience of church is congruent with one of 

the most powerful images of church from the Second Vatican Council as a pilgrim 

people, journeying in a foreign land. The Synod event itself will be a large three-day 

meeting with representatives of the life of faith in the Diocese. Many matters of 

relevance to life in the Diocese is discussed enabling the wisdom and experience of 

all, inspired by the Spirit, to be spoken and heard and put into action. 

 

Report: 

  

The 58th Synod started with the Opening Eucharist celebrated over by the Bishop 

and Clergy on Tuesday Evening at 18:00. Various dignitaries where present in support 

of our work in the various communities. During this opening Eucharist the Bishop 

delivered his “Charge”. This is the Bishop’s report/vision of the church the past three 

years and where God is leading us towards. This Charge is available. We met every 

morning, midday and evening for prayers and was ably led by the Roman catholic 

Bishop of Oudtshoorn, the Rt Revd Francisco de Gouveia in Meditation and Bible 

Study, every morning. On Thursday, 16 June, Youth day, we had a moving service 

with a guest speaker, Mr Niclo Pedro, a community activist from Mossel Bay, who 

told the story of June 16 to the young people of our Diocese who gathered.  

The evening also saw us moving to Pacaltsdorp, where we participated in a Prayer 

Vigil for one of the members of the community who was brutally murdered the 

previous week. 

Measures accepted: 

Measures are changes to the rules & regulations of the Diocese. 

Three (3) measures where accepted by Synod in relation to the Trust Board and 

matters relating to property.  

 



Resolutions accepted: 

 

Two (2) resolutions where accepted concerning two churches: 

St Mary the Virgin – New Horizon, Plettenberg Bay: 

The Synod has approved that this church now become a parochial district which will 

include St Mark’s, Wittedrift. This means that they will now become independent 

from their mother parish church of St Peter’s, Plettenberg Bay. They will now receive 

a priest-in-charge that will guide them over the next three years to become a parish 

church serving the community of New Horizon and Wittedrift. 

St Mary the Virgin – Blanco, George: 

The Synod has approved that this church now become a parish which will include 

Klipdrift and the Langkloof area. This means they have met all the requirements to 

independently operate as a parish church. They will now receive a Rector that will 

guide them as a parish church serving the community of Blanco and the Klipdrift 

and Langkloof areas. 

Motions accepted: 

Admission to Communion before Confirmation (First Holy Communion) 

The Synod approved that the practice of Communion/Eucharist should be 

implemented to children. Two parishioners are to be trained in the implementation. 

The Chaplain to lay ministers both Diocesan and Archdeaconry will see to its 

implementation. 

Social Development Department 

The Synod approved that the Bishop call suitably qualified Anglicans in various 

disciplines together and to call into existence a social development department. 

They will lead sharing of information and education surrounding various matters 

affecting our communities. Set up support/care groups, assist in disaster situations 

and helping the Diocese in its responsibility to assist its members and communities in 

matters that will help witness to Christ through service to others. 

Continual Financial Support for the College of the Transfiguration 

The Synod approved in principal that parishes and chapelries to commit itself to 

contribute a minimum of R100 monthly towards the Seminary from January 2017. To 

commit praying for vocations and the work of the Seminary.   

Creation and the Environment 

The Synod approved that through its structures that we will identify, proclaim and 

implement measures to protect the Environment and reduce our “carbon footprint.” 

Engage with communities to, discuss with and challenge them regarding their use 

and abuse of the Earth’s resources, to foster responsible ‘Earth keeping’ for future 

generations. It also encouraged us to “Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle. Find ways to 

save water and electricity. Develop and use church grounds to the benefit of the 



community. Use church plant space to the benefit of the community. Celebrate a 

Season of Creation.  

  

Diocesan Strategic Growth Plan 

The Synod approved the implementation of the Strategic Growth Plan as from 1 July 

2016. It has also approved the management committee, which body shall ensure 

that the Strategic Growth plan is implemented. Also approved use of finances as 

Seed Money from the Trust and Finance Board.  

Finance and Trust Boards 

The Synod approved the audit financial statements for the year 2015 for both these 

boards. These statements are available. 

Budget 

The template Diocesan Budget was discussed and we will get an opportunity later in 

the year to also influence its direction. 

Elections 

Various elections also took place for the following: 

1) Provincial Synod – This is the body that meet from each of the 29 Dioceses 

scattered throughout Southern Africa that also meet every 3 years. 

2) Provincial Standing Committee – This is the body that meets when Provincial 

Synod is not in session. It meets once early except in the year that Provincial 

Synod is in sitting. 

3) Advisory Committee – Vacancy of the See – When there is a vacancy in the 

Diocese for the election of a Bishop, this committee meet to advise the 

Archbishop about candidates for the vacancy. 

4) Trust & Finance Board – These are the Investment, Property and Finance 

Boards, which help the Diocese operate.  

5) Diocesan Council Representatives – This is the body that meets when the 

Diocesan Synod is not sitting. 

Your Rector, has been elected on both the Provincial Synod and Diocesan Trust 

Board as a clerical representative.        

Notices 

Synod was also informed that the Dean, the Very Reverend Titus Daniels was offered 

another ministry opportunity in the Diocese of Saldanha Bay and would be leaving 

at the end of July. The Synod thanked him for his ministry and service in the Diocese.  

 

 


