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Saint Mary Magdalene 

St. Mary Magdalene is one of the most prominent women mentioned in the New Testament. Her 
name comes from the town of Magdala in Galilee, where she was born. In Scripture, she is 
introduced as a woman “who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called 

Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out” (Luke 8:2). 

Some scholars identify Mary with the sinful woman who anointed the feet of Christ with oil when 
he was at the house of Simon the Pharisee. Others associate her with Mary, sister of Martha and 

Lazarus, while still others believe these three figures to be separate individual women. 

Mary is noted in Scripture as a follower of Jesus. She accompanied and ministered to him, and 
the Gospels record her as one of the women present at his crucifixion. 

Mary was the first recorded witness of the Resurrection. She went to the tomb on Easter 
morning, and when she found it empty, she stood outside weeping. Jesus appeared to her and 
said, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” (John 20:15). Although she 
didn’t recognize him, when he said her name, she saw that it was Jesus before her. Mary then 

returned to the disciples with the good news. 

Today just a brief reflection from the text today: 

He who has ears to hear, let him listen. The expression “He who has ears, let him listen” means: “It 
is this! You have heard. Now try to understand!” The way to be able to understand is to search: “To 

try to understand!” The parable does not give everything immediately, but pushes one to think 
and to make one discover, starting from the experience which the listeners have of the seed. It 

appeals to creativity and to participation. It is not a doctrine which comes ready to be taught. The 
parable does not give water in bottles, but the source. The farmer who listens to the parable 

says, “Seed in the ground, I know what that means! But Jesus says that it has something to do 
with the Kingdom of God. What would that be?” And it is easy to imagine the long conversations 
of the people! The parable leads us to listen to nature and to think of life. Once a person asked in 
a community, “Jesus says that we have to be salt. What is salt good for?” There was discussion, 

and then at the end, ten different purposes that salt can have, were discovered. Then all this was 
applied to the life of the community and it was discovered that to be salt is difficult and 

demanding. The parable worked well! 

Question today? 

Do you search to truly understand when you have listened? 

 



God of grace and glory, 
your Son sent Mary Magdalene as the first 

witness to the resurrection: 
give us the same courage and love, 

that we may boldly proclaim his risen life; 
who with you and the Holy Spirit is alive and 

reigns, one God, now and forever. 
 

Amen 


