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 Today’s Gospel speaks about fraternal correction (Mt 18:15-18) and of prayer in common 
(Mt 18:19-20). The key word in this second part is “to forgive”. The accent is on 
reconciliation. In order that there may be reconciliation which will allow the little ones to 
return, it is important to know how to dialogue and to forgive, because the foundation of 
fraternity is the gratuitous love of God. It is only in this way that the community will be a 
sign of the Kingdom. It is not easy to forgive. There is a certain grief which continues to 
strike the heart as with a hammer. There are those who say, “I forgive, but I do not 
forget!” There is resentment, tensions, clashes, diverse opinions, and offenses, 
provocations which render pardon and reconciliation difficult. 
 
These verses give simple norms of how to proceed in case of conflicts in the community. 
If a brother or a sister should sin, if they had behaviour not in accordance to the life of 
the community, they should not be denounced immediately. First, it is necessary to try to 
speak with them alone. Then it is necessary to try to know the reasons of the other. If no 
results are obtained, then it is necessary to take two or three persons of the community 
to see if it is possible to obtain some result. Only in extreme cases is it necessary to 
expose the problem to the whole community. If the person refuses to listen to the 
community, then they should be considered by you as “a sinner or a pagan”, that is, as 
someone who is not part of the community. Therefore, it is not you who excludes, but it 
is the person himself/herself who excludes himself/herself. The community gathered 
together only verifies or ratifies the exclusion. The grace to be able to forgive and to 
reconcile in the name of God was given to Peter (Mt 16:19), to the Apostles (Jn 20: 23) 
and, here in the Discourse on the Community, to the community itself (Mt 18:18). This 
reveals the importance of the decisions which the community assumes in regard to its 
members. 
 
The exclusion does not mean that the person is abandoned to his/her own fate. No! The 
person may be separated from the community, but will never be separated from God. In 
the case in which the conversation in the community does not produce any result, and 
the person does not want to be integrated in the life of the community, there still 
remains the last possibility to remain together with the Father to obtain reconciliation, 
and Jesus guarantees that the Father will listen: “If two of you agree to ask anything at 
all, it will be granted to you by My Father in Heaven; for where two or three meet in My 
Name, I am there among them”. 
 
Why is it so difficult to forgive? In our community, is there some space for reconciliation? 

In which way? 



 Jesus says: "For wherever there are two or three who meet in My Name, I am also there 
among them”. What does this mean for us today?  

 What is the balance between forgiveness and the protection of others which we have 
responsibility for? Both as individuals and as a society or community, what does it mean 

to forgive, forget, and still protect the vulnerable? 
 

Lord God, creator and ruler of your kingdom of light, in your great love for this world 
you gave up your only Son for our salvation. His cross has redeemed us, his death has 

given us life, and his resurrection has raised us to glory. Through him we ask you to be 
always present among your family. Teach us to be reverent in the presence of your 

glory; fill our hearts with faith, 8 our days with good works, our lives with your love; 
may your truth be on our lips and your wisdom in all our actions that we may receive 

the reward of everlasting life. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 


