
Day Twenty Nine 

Season of Eastertide 

Friday, 24 April 2020 

Reading: Acts 5: 34-42, Psalm 27:1-7, 16-17, Gospel Reading: John 6: 1-15. 

Greetings friends 

The boy with the two fish and the five loaves of bread had certainly packed for his 

journey. Where he was headed nobody knows, yet he found himself as part of the five 

thousand that were following Jesus up the mountain.  

Jesus knows that the people following him are hungry, physically, spiritually. The 

Passover was near and perhaps some of the crowds were on their way to Jerusalem to 

celebrate. Perhaps the boy with the fish and five loaves of barley bread were also part of 

this crowd. Travelling for days and nights perhaps their supplies already finished. They 

may have had a spiritual hunger too, which is why they followed Jesus to get their fill. 

Jesus poses a question to Phillip and asks, “Where can we buy bread for the people to 

eat?” The text says that Jesus had posed this question because he wanted to test Phillip 

(John6:6). We would ask ourselves why Jesus would want to test Phillip. 

Phillip answers, “Lord, even if we had six months’ pay, we wouldn’t be able to feed the 

crowd even with little food.” Logically, Phillip would be right. How do you feed over five 

thousand people? Where will the money come from? Who will receive a piece of bread 

and who would go away still hungry? 

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother then steps forward and says, “There is a boy who has two 

fish and five barley loaves, but will they feed the crowd?” 

It is in John chapter one from verse 35-45 that we read of Phillip and Andrew. Andrew 

was once a disciple of John. It was John who had said to his disciples, “There is the Lamb 

of God.” Andrew started following Jesus and even told his brother Simon Peter, “We 

have found the Messiah.” 

Jesus approached Phillip and called him to follow. Phillip did so immediately and even 

encouraged Nathanael, “We have found the Messiah!” 

Could this be the reason why Jesus wanted to test Phillip? Phillip had found the Messiah 

but did not believe that five thousand people could receive their fill of bread and neither 

did Andrew. When God asks, “Child where can we buy bread?” what should our answer 

be when we know that he indeed is the Messiah? 



Andrew did well in noticing the boy with the resources but lacked in trusting the abilities 

of the Messiah. Immediately Jesus took the loaves and the fish and gave thanks for the 

meal. What are we doing with our resources? Are we praying over them because we trust 

the Messiah? Or do we notice the resources and still think it will not be enough? 

Sometimes a simple prayer of thanksgiving can feed over five thousand people. What 

resources can we identify during our current crises where so many people are hungry, 

losing their jobs, what loaves of barley bread and fish do we have to give to Jesus that He 

can multiply? Perhaps the answer of Phillip and Andrew should not have been its 

impossible but perhaps “Lord you are the Messiah, show us what we need to do.” 

Let us pray: 

“O Lord, Thou knowest how busy I must be this day. If I forget Thee, do not Thou 
forget me. Amen”  

       Jacob Astley 

 

 


