
Day Twenty Four 

Second Sunday of Easter  

19 April 2020 

Readings: Acts 2: 14a, 22-32, Psalm 16, 1 Peter 1: 3-9, Gospel Reading: John 20: 19-31 

Alleluia! Christ is risen….. 

The Lord be with you 

Greetings dear family in Christ 

I wanted to read the Bible back to front once. The decision never materialised but I grew 

very fond of the Old Testament (or parts of it). 

It is filled with drama, creatures, angels and mystery. The Israelites almost never knew 

God as a person. God would speak from a mountain top, from a cloud. God would send 

angels. God would be in a still small breeze. God would appear in a burning bush and 

people like Moses would leave his family behind to go and rescue others on account that 

he had heard God speak through a burning bush. And although the Israelites dwindled 

now and again, those who believed in God believed in Him whether they could see Him 

or not. 

Thomas in our Gospel text today was one of the chosen twelve. Thomas walked an 

incredible journey with Jesus, spent time with Jesus and witnessed His miracles. Thomas 

listened to Jesus’ teaching, not always understanding but listening anyway. It was 

Thomas, just like Peter, who on the night of the last supper addressed Jesus as “Lord” 

(John 14:5), asking Jesus, “Lord how will we know the way?” Jesus takes the time before 

he is arrested to explain this to Thomas. How privileged Thomas was unlike those of the 

Old Testament. 

It was Thomas who told the disciples, “I would like to see him for myself before I believe 

that He has risen from the dead, thank you very much. Unless I see the nails and put my 

hand in His side, I will not believe.” 

Thomas spent a great deal with God Himself and Moses saw the burning bush perhaps 

only once. Moses because of his faith, led a whole nation out of Egypt, Thomas after the 

crucifixion of Jesus, the Lord with whom he had spent time with personally, chose not to 

believe. 

Our faith should never have to be proved by what we want to see. 



When Jesus grants Thomas the opportunity to see Him, Thomas believes again and once 

again calls out, “My Lord and My God!” Jesus exclaims, “Thomas do you believe because 

you have seen? Blessed are those who have not seen me and yet believe.” 

Perhaps there was once a time where we have felt the need to see Jesus, just once, in 

order to believe more firmly. Perhaps we have been through trials that make us question 

our relationship with him. Thomas probably felt misled by Jesus who had told them that 

He was the Messiah and now that Messiah was crucified and buried. And so Thomas 

decides not to believe any longer. 

Our faith should not be shaken when we think God is not at work anymore. 

Jesus’ words to Thomas when appearing to him (according to the New Testament 

translated out of the original Greek) was “be not faithless, but believing.” Do not be 

fickle Thomas, do not be inconsistent Thomas, do not be unfaithful Thomas, but trust me 

and have confidence in Me. 

There is much for us to learn out of today’s Gospel message. Have faith child and do not 

be inconsistent but learn to trust and have confidence in God. 

“Who grieves that love lies dead on fates wheel broken; 

And stands uncomforted by any token- 

His faith shall be restored by Christ’s compelling word 

When Thomas saw the Lord. 

And seeing worshipped.” 

    Archbishop J.R Darbyshire 

Collect for today: 

Almighty Father, you gave your Son to die for our sins and to rise again for our 

justification: grant that malice may not affect us nor evil corrupt us, so that we may serve 

you continually in holiness and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
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