
Day Twenty Eight 

Season of Eastertide 

Thursday, 23 April 2020 

George, Martyr, 4th century  

Reading: Acts 5: 27-33, Psalm 34:15-22, Gospel Reading: John 3: 31-36. 

Dear friends in Christ 

At my previous place of work we used to have what we called one on one sessions or 

performance assessments. We would have the opportunity to speak to our managers or 

team leaders privately, voicing our opinions on how we felt, what we think should be 

improved and just talk about our overall wellbeing as employees. I will never forget my 

last performance review session with Elsa, who worked in the HR department. 

I was very frustrated about certain things in the department and she flipped the 

conversation over to my personal life. She asked, “Stephanie, what do you really want to 

do? You seem to be doing a really good job here but what are your personal goals?” I told 

her about my theological studies, that I wanted to complete my diploma and how I felt 

that God was calling me to become a priest since I was a youngster. She said, “Well why 

don’t you right it on paper? Do you have a journal? Write it down and take it from there, 

pursue your dream.” 

My reflection is not particularly based on the scripture readings today but particularly on 

the works of the apostles in the first few chapters of Acts. When Jesus ascended to 

heaven, the apostles remained behind and continued the work of the God. Not only did 

they heal people, they brought a considerable amount of light and hope, giving people a 

sense of direction in their lives and also sharing what they had amongst each other, 

whether it be knowledge, resources or financial contributions (Acts 2 verse 44-47). 

Their message about Jesus Christ was so profound that thousands of people came to 

know Christ. Their teachings allowed people to rethink how they had been living, 

unlocking dreams, talents and hopes that might have been hidden away. The apostles 

were so committed to making sure that people knew about the wondrous works of 

Jesus that they were arrested several times after being told by authorities that they 

cannot teach in the name of Jesus. 

But this name Jesus brought so much liberation to others that they persisted even till 

death. Their example allowed St George who we commemorate today, to stand for the 

name of Christ, martyred because he disagreed with Emperor Diocletian who started the 

last and greatest persecution of the Church (Africa, 2002, p. 62). 



Our purposes may be different in Gods kingdom; however we should indeed try even in 

our current circumstances to continue the work of God, leading people to their divine 

purpose in life. 

Although many in my life had urged me to continue my theological studies and pursue 

my calling as priest (especially my family and friends, colleagues), Elsa in my secular job at 

the time, felt the need to continue with Gods work and encourage me even more to 

pursue my divine purpose in life. 

No matter who we are, where we are, as Christians we should always continue to help 

others recognize their purpose in life by professing the name of Jesus. 

Let us pray: 

Eternal God by whose grace your martyr George triumphed over suffering and 
was faithful unto death: move us by his example to deeper devotion and 

perseverance in our Christian calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

APB, 1989, 319 

 

 


