
Day Thirty Seven 

Season of Eastertide 
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Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria and teacher of the faith, 373 

Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-8, Psalm 71:1-8, 16-17, Gospel Reading: Matthew 10: 22-32. 

Good morning dear friends 

Recently, I have noted that many Christians view the religious Christian life in a rather 

particularly perfect way. Everything is always perfect. We read the Bible perfectly, we sit 

in church perfectly because God forbid that we ever skip a day of prayer or ever have 

doubts, or ever think that we would never experience anything negative because perfect 

prayer keeps all bad things away, after all we are perfect Christians. 

We try to do the right thing now and again and we would like to do more but God knows 

I’m not perfect, so I’ll leave it be until I have grasped the nature of becoming completely 

perfect. 

This had me thinking, we are a little too obsessed with being perfect Christians that we 

almost cannot believe the imperfections that we have or the conflicts that we experience 

as believers of Jesus. 

Jesus in the gospel of Matthew chapter ten gives the twelve disciples the same authority 

that He has. And this should be a perfectly wonderful thing. We preach about it, we pray 

that we would become believers just like the twelve so that we can preach the gospel 

and cast out demons. We pray that we can become selfless, and this requires of us to 

take no money purses on our journeys. 

Jesus tells the disciples, you will be persecuted for doing these things, and somehow we 

sometimes forget in our perfect Christian walk that Christ ever said a thing like that. 

There will be conflict, Jesus said. There will be times where you might have to run for 

your life; there will be times when people would want to hurt you because of me.  

Why is it that so many perfect Christians always skip the parts that are not so perfect? 

Jesus says “But fear not dear child, and even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do 

not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows!” We don’t have to prove that 

we are perfect, God already thinks so! We don’t have to skip the “imperfect parts” for 

God tells us not to be afraid! 

Was it not Jeremiah who said, “Lord but I am just a boy, I do not know how to speak!” 

Thus the Lord said, “Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you.” 



We often think we need to be perfect for God but actually it is God who uses our 

imperfections and makes us perfectly perfect! Now isn’t that perfect? 

“O Lord God, when thou givest to thy servants to endeavour any great matter, 
grant us also to know that it is not the beginning, but the continuing of the same 

until it be thoroughly finished, which yieldeth the true glory.”  

Francis Drake 

 

 


