
Day Thirteen 

Wednesday in Holy Week 

8 April 2020 

Readings: Isaiah 50: 4-9b, Psalm 70, Hebrews 12:1-3, Gospel Reading: John 13:21-32 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ 

As we begin to move closer to the cross, our lectionary continues to select biblical 

passages that reveal not only what happened in the last few days of Jesus’ life but also 

what happened to those who moved in His inner circle. 

Again we have a Gospel passage where Jesus expresses Himself and this time around, 

probably thinking about troubled His soul.  

Jesus in his agony says aloud that one of the disciples will betray Him. Simon Peter leans 

over without recognizing the agony of Jesus and asks, “Lord who is it?” And after Jesus 

explicitly tells him, “The one whom I will give this piece of bread, once I have dipped it in 

the dish”, gives the bread to Judas Iscariot, telling him “do quickly what you are going to 

do”, Simon Peter still questions who the betrayer could be. The text says, “…no one at 

the table knew why Jesus had said this to him.”(John 13:28) 

Simon Peter quite oblivious to what Jesus had just said continues to enjoy the company 

of his friends or perhaps a little worried that he may be the betrayer. Contemplating in 

his own mind who the betrayer could be and consoling himself that the betrayer could 

never be him. 

We know that it is Simon Peter, the one who said to Jesus, “Lord, I will lay down my life 

for you,” (John13:37) this same Simon Peter denied knowing Jesus. Simon Peter who at 

the table asked, “Lord who is the betrayer?” and thinking to himself, surely it is not I. 

Simon Peter who was close to Jesus, who was concerned about who would betray the 

Lord, who was quite concerned about the wellbeing of Jesus, this Simon Peter didn’t 

notice the Lord’s agony, this Simon Peter also denied knowing Jesus. 

There is a popular saying going around especially on social media, “Check your circle. It is 

not strangers that stab you in the back, but those closest to you.” This is a renowned 

fact. We have been victims of denial and sometimes by those closest to us. But have we 

ever asked ourselves, who have I denied? We are so wrapped up in always being the 

victim, the innocent one that we hardly sit and think, who have I denied? Who have I not 

loved? Who did I deny to save my own life? Was there perhaps a time where I denied 

Jesus by denying others? 

We often romanticize our relationship with Jesus, just like Simon Peter did at one point. 

Perhaps the time has come for us to look at Jesus, see His agony and not ask questions 



because we want to remain the beloved, but perhaps we need to sit at the table and say 

to Jesus, “I am sorry Lord, that I too at one point was too concerned about myself and 

denied ever knowing you.” 

“Rock of ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in thee; 

Let the water and the blood, 

From thy riven side which flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure: 

Cleanse me from its guilt and power” 

     A.M.Toplady 

Silent meditation…………….  

 

 

 


