
Day Sixty Nine 

Wednesday, 3 June 2020 

Homily during Lockdown level 3 

Ember Day 

Martyrs of Uganda, 1886 

(May we remember today the martyrs of Uganda) 

Reading: 2 Timothy 1: 1-12, Psalm 123, Gospel Reading: Mark 12: 18-27 

In the name of the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit 

Amen 

Dearest friends in Christ 

Last week we awaited the speech of the state president with regards to the opening of 

Churches and corporate worship. Some of us were elated with excitement while others 

thought it not such a good idea to reopen the church for worship during the Covid19 

pandemic. These are trying times indeed, decisions remain uncertain and so many people 

have different viewpoints.  

Do we open the church for worship and follow the stringent rules set out by the 

government? Or do we wait till the virus has reached its peak and subsided before we 

operate like we used to? These questions have left many divided. The phrase, we agree 

to disagree does not exist right now because our own view is more important than the 

next persons. My humble request is that we pray as we discern a way forward. 

Friends, in our Gospel passage today, Jesus is bombarded with a question, bombarded 

because this question was asked deliberately, to test him, make a fool of him, to show 

others that were witnessing; this Jesus guy is not really all you think he is. From Mark 

chapter 11 verses 27, right through to Mark chapter 12, Jesus is put to the test. This time 

around he is faced with not only the Pharisees but also the chief priests, scribes, elders, 

Herodians and the Sadducees.  

These groups of people did not necessarily have the same customs; they were divided by 

what they believed, they had different viewpoints but they had one common goal and 

that was to discredit Jesus.  

Jesus remains calm and when he is asked a third time by the Sadducees, tell us, if a 

woman marries seven brothers and all of them should die and they all go up to heaven 

whose wife will she be?  



Jesus answers, “Is this not the reason you are wrong? That you know neither the 

scriptures nor the power of God? For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry 

nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.” 

Do you not know the scriptures, nor the power of God? Do you not know? 

According to verse 18 in Mark chapter 12 some Sadducees did not necessarily believe in 

the resurrection and it was they who brought this scenario to Jesus. Jesus, firmly stresses 

his belief when he tells them, when they rise from the dead, they will not marry because 

they will be angels dwelling in heaven, in other words, the spiritual realm does not take 

the same form as the earthly realm, and two, they did not know the scripture for if they 

did, they would remember the story of Moses and the burning bush.  

Jesus said in the present tense, indicative and active voice of the basic conjugation of the 

Greek verb, it was Moses who had the opportunity to hear God profess, I am the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob, and not I was the God of these men. 

The present tense of the Greek verb, I am, indicates the eternal life Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob shared with God.  

If the Sadducees believed in the Torah as Gods’ word and way of life for them, then they 

would have known this, but they did not know the scripture or the power of God. 

If the Sadducees had known the power of God, they would have been reminded of this 

through the Torah and Israelites exodus from Egypt. Israel would never have escaped if it 

wasn’t for the power of God. 

While we wait during this time, may we not be like these leaders and sects of old who did 

not bother to refresh themselves with knowing the scripture and the power of God. It is 

always easy to listen and read what someone else has to say about scripture and about 

God, we seldom read the Bible ourselves to know the scriptures and see the power of 

God. 

May we take the opportunity today and always, to refresh our own knowledge of what 

scripture says and in this way we will be given a fresh understanding of God’s power.  

There is an Afrikaans song that leads as follows: 

“Lees jou Bybel bid elke dag en jy sal groei.” 

“Read your Bible, pray every day and you will grow.” 

Let us pray: 



“Almighty and eternal God, direct, sanctify and govern our hearts and bodies in 
the ways of your laws and the works of your commandments that under your 

protection, now and ever we may be preserved in body and soul……… 

Eternal God by whose grace your martyrs triumphed over suffering and were 
faithful unto death: move us by this example to deeper devotion and 

perseverance in our Christian calling ..…. 

Heavenly Father you have entrusted to your Church a share in the ministry of 
your Son, our great High Priest: call many through your Holy Spirit into the 

ordained ministry of your Church, and in particular we remember the 
candidates of our own Diocese, Natasha Kapp and Jacque Michaels, his wife 

Michelle and their son Eli, inspire them to continue to respond your call; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen”  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


