
Day Sixty Five 

Saturday in Ascension-tide, 30 May 2020 

Reading: Acts 28: 16-20, 30-31, Psalm 11, Gospel Reading: John 21: 20-25 

Dear friends 

Antony of Egypt as scholars describe him was one of the first persons who found the 

teachings of Christ so transforming that he took everything literally, gave up all he had 

and moved to the desert to become a hermit with many others following him. 

Like Antony of Egypt there were those close to the same region during the 3rd and early 

4th centuries like St Shenoute and Pachomius who were responsible as scholars describe 

them for giving the monastic life structure.  

Early Christians in the history of North Africa went to dire lengths to follow Christ and 

what He taught so much so that they decided it best to move out of the “normal” society 

life at the time and follow him. 

Their stories are of importance because they are considered to be responsible for the 

early monastic life but just as important because they followed Christ in such a manner 

that what others did had no or little influence on their own spiritual journeys. 

Peter in today’s gospel passage was quite concerned about the disciple whom the Lord 

had loved. When Peter discovered that this disciple was also following them, he asked 

Jesus, “Lord, what about him?” 

Jesus responded to say, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? 

Follow me!” 

Saints and Great leaders of the Christian faith are seldom concerned about the spiritual 

lives and commitments of others; they are the ones who are too concerned with whether 

they are on the right path. It is normally these people that have the ability to transform 

the lives of others because they only follow Christ.  

Human nature has the audacity at times to tap us on the shoulder and compel us to say, 

“Lord, what about him?” “Lord, did you see what she did?” “Lord did you hear what he 

said about me?” “Lord do you not care that I am the only one preparing dinner?” “Lord 

what about him?” 

What happens to the rest of the human race is none of our concern. When we follow 

Christ without being concerned about what will happen to others, we purposefully lead 

others by following the same path that we are following. People learn to follow by 

example. If we are too concerned about what others are doing, others too will follow by 



example. When we are concerned with following Christ, others too will learn to follow 

Christ. 

“I will follow him; follow him wherever he may go. 

And near him I always must be, for nothing can keep me away, 

He is my destiny. 

I will follow him, ever since he touched my heart, I knew 

There is not an ocean too deep, no mountain so high it cannot keep, 

Keep me away, away from his love.” 

     Extract of music from the movie, Sister Act 

 

 

 

   


