
Day Seventy Six 

Wednesday, 10 June 2020 

Homily during Lockdown level 3 

Reading: 1 Kings 18: 20-39, Psalm 16: 5-11, Gospel Reading: Matthew 5: 17-19 

Dear family in Christ 

A couple of weeks ago, I think I may have included in my reflections a phrase which said, 

“We are living in interesting times.” There have been many interesting times in the 

course of history and as we look back we reflect on times seen by our parents and their 

parents, times seen by us and our children, times that future generations will witness. 

The here and the now is a product of interesting times gone by. Generations have lived 

through good times, great times but sadly generations have also lived through terrible 

times, horrendous times, times where the idea of hope seemed to be a hopeless case. 

Jesus in our Gospel text today lays emphasis on his earthly journey. “I did not come to 

abolish the law but I came to fulfil the law.” After years of interesting times for our 

biblical characters as well, Jesus tells them in the Sermon on the Mount. “I have not 

come to abolish anything; I have come to fulfil the law.” 

Many people during the days of Jesus had hoped that he would put an end to 

horrendous times that they themselves experienced. Political war was not the only worry 

of many of these people. Religious wars and ill treatment of the poor and the needy were 

the top dysfunctional ethics of the day. People wanted this law to be done away with 

because honestly speaking, this law had oppressed many. 

Jesus to some people’s surprise had no intention of telling the Jewish authorities away 

with the law. Instead he said, “I came to fulfil the law.” 

Probably misunderstood by so many sitting on the mountain with him, Jesus professed “I 

came to fulfil the Law.” And he leaves it at that, giving further explanations in the rest of 

chapter 5 of the Gospel of Matthew. 

Jesus by means of his earthly journey fulfils the law by completely adhering to it, “Love 

God and love your neighbour” and he shows his followers how this is done.  

He fulfils it by living a life that supersedes that which makes the law an oppressive regime 

and he shows people how to love God and put no other gods before his Father, 

completely adhering to the first law of the Ten Commandments and thus this makes it so 

much easier for him to fulfil the rest.  

“I am the Lord your God, you shall have no other gods before me.” Exodus 20 verse 2-3. 



We continue to live in world of interesting times, sometimes good and sometimes not so 

good. We witness horrendous times and we hear the blood of the innocent calling from 

the soil of this earthly realm. We feel that our hands are tied as we witness the 

unexplainable evils that people have succumbed to. 

As Christians we have to follow the example of Jesus to try and fulfil the law. We must 

allow no other gods before our Lord and when we do this the respect and dignity we 

have for the life of others will come naturally and the law will not feel like an oppressive 

burden. Christians must follow the example of Jesus. This is what we can do to show 

others, human life is sacred.  

My dad said once, “You do not know who is watching you. Be a good example.” We do 

not know who is watching us. Be an example of a good Jesus follower, perhaps someone 

who watches you will not succumb to the evil that comes lurking at their door and 

perhaps you could change the course of the next generations interesting times.  

“Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

Let the Amen sound from his people again: 

Gladly for ay we adore him.” 

     J. Neander. Tr. Catherine Winkworth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


