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Good morning friends 

The disciples are gathered around Jesus and listening to His farewell speech and he 

seems to remind them constantly that He will send them a helper (John 14:16-17), an 

advocate, the spirit of truth (John 15:26). 

Jesus knows that his hour is near and as he prepares the disciples and says his goodbyes, 

he reassures them that he will send them a helper. Jesus is well aware that he will leave 

his friends soon but he also knows that they will need some help to testify with them 

when he has left them and so he reminds them, don’t worry, the spirit of truth will join 

you on your journey. 

 Most Christians believe in the Holy Trinity.  

For many priests explaining this phenomena has been the hardest part of their ministry. 

We believe in God, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Each contributing their own 

characteristics to the Godhead, Three in one.  Scholars have fixated themselves in finding 

the characteristics of God and the characteristics of Jesus but few have tried to explain 

the characteristics of the Advocate, or Spirit of truth. 

When most Christians find themselves in a dire situation you will always hear other 

Christians say, “Have you asked the Holy spirit to guide you?” This is absolutely the best 

advice any Christian can give to anybody. “Have you asked the Spirit of truth to guide 

you?” 

It is in chapter 16 of the Gospel of John that Jesus explains what the spirit of truth will do. 

Jesus says in verse 13, “When the spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; 

for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears. And he will declare to 

you the things that are to come.” Verse 14, “He will glorify me …” 

Safe to say that one of the characteristics of the Holy Spirit is truthfulness. So when we 

say to each other, pray that the Holy Spirit will guide you, we are actually saying, “Pray 

that the Holy Spirit will lead you to finding the truth. This truth will testify on Jesus’ 

behalf and will guide you to glorify Him.” 

When we find ourselves in a situation where we have asked advice from the Advocate or 

the Spirit of truth and the answer that we get does not testify on Jesus’ behalf or it does 

not guide us into the way of truth or the answer from the spirit does not compel us to 



give glory to Jesus, are we really asking guidance from the spirit of truth? Or are we 

asking advice from some other spirit? 

The passage is very clear on who the Holy Spirit is. The Holy Spirit is an Advocate, the 

Holy Spirit is truthful. The Holy Spirit is a guide. The Spirit of truth is a helper. The Holy 

Spirit does not testify on its own behalf but testifies on behalf of Jesus. The Holy Spirit 

will glorify the name of Jesus. 

If our Advocate and guide is none of the above, then is it worth following a guide who 

does not fit the description that Jesus has given us?  

“Ask then that the Holy Spirit will guide you into all truth.” 

Holy Spirit, gently come, Raise us from our fallen state, 

Fix thy everlasting home in the hearts thou didst create, 

Gift of God most high! Visit every troubled breast, 

Light and life and love supply, 

Give our spirits perfect rest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


