
Day Fifty Seven 

Season of Eastertide 

Friday, 22 May 2020 

Reading: Acts 18: 9-18, Psalm 47: 1-6, Gospel Reading: John 16: 20-24 

Morning Prayer reading: 1 Samuel 2: 1-10 

Dear friends 

The story of Hannah is known to many. It is one of my personal favourites because 

Hannah was not afraid to pour out her heart before the Lord. But Hannah before she 

emptied out her sorrows before the Lord was in deep distress for a long time. 

In the days of old women were to be married off to eligible bachelors and what 

consummated this union was the bearing of children. If a woman could bear no children 

or was barren as the Bible describes Hannah, she would face much adversity from 

society. Although Hannah and her husband with his second wife and her children would 

go to the temple every year to worship the Lord at Shiloh, Hannah could no longer put 

on a brave face. 

So she went to worship by herself, prayed to God and wept so bitterly that the priest Eli 

thought that she was drunk. Hannah prayed that God would look upon her and hear her 

cry and she also made a promise to God that if he grants her a male child, that she would 

dedicate him to the Lord. 

Hannah’s prayers were answered, when she fell pregnant we don’t know but she gave 

birth to a male child, Samuel. Hannah’s story is not only worth reading and reflecting 

upon because the Lord blessed her, her story is worth reading because she kept her 

promise to God. “If you give me the child, I will dedicate him back to you.” 

It was after the child was weaned that Hannah took the boy back to the temple, 

completely trusting that God would take care of his gift to her. It is through the Lord’s 

blessing and Hannah keeping her promise to the Lord that she prays with confidence the 

prayer of 1 Samuel 2:1-10, “ My heart exults in the Lord; my strength is exulted in the 

Lord…” 

When we pray and ask God in our distress to grant us certain things and when we make 

promises that we will be good stewards in receiving what we want, let us be sure to 

remember the story of Hannah. Not remembering her for her faith or for her bravery and 

courage to weep so bitterly before the Lord but remembering that Hannah kept her 

word. 

Let us pray: 



“Almighty God and merciful Father we give you hearty thanks for all your 
goodness and loving kindness to us and to all people. We bless you for our 

creation and preservation and for all the blessings of this life; but above all for 
your love in redeeming the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of 

grace and for the hope of glory. 

Give us a due sense of your mercy that our hearts may be thankful and that we 
may praise you not only with our lips but in our lives by giving up ourselves to 
your service and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our 

days; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen” 

       APB, 1989, 94 

   

 

 

 


