
Day Eleven 

Monday in Holy Week 

6 April 2020 

Readings: Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 36:5-11, Hebrews 9:11-15, Gospel Reading: John 12: 1-11 

Good morning dear friends in Christ 

We have been divinely favoured. Divinely favoured, a statement made by renowned 

actress Cecily Tyson in the movie, Madea’s Family reunion. This statement can bring us to 

tears if we think of how blessed we truly are. We know that God is taking care of us; we 

know that we are better off than most people; we know that we could have been worse 

off but we have been divinely favoured, in all our circumstances.  

Somehow this statement or feeling of gratitude in God’s divine favour can also mislead 

us into thinking that we know better than others, that we more worthy than others, that 

we are superior to others. 

This negative assumption of being divinely favoured is expressed by our antagonist Judas 

Iscariot again today as he feels compelled to express himself in saying that the perfume 

Mary used for Jesus’ anointing could’ve have been sold, and the money given to the 

poor. According to John’s Gospel, Judas had said this because he carried the common 

purse and was known as a thief (John 12: 6). The money would perhaps never have 

reached the poor. 

Judas, feels compelled to speak his mind because he was one of the disciples, divinely 

favoured and chosen by Jesus Himself (Mark 3: 16-19). Judas divinely favoured because 

he was given authority to cast out demons and minister on command of Jesus (Mark 3:13-

15). Judas divinely favoured because he in fact was always in the presence of God. But 

Judas, not appreciating this divine favour as a blessing but as a weapon, a complex of 

superiority, allows this blessing to become a curse. 

My thought on Judas Iscariot is that he was never grateful. When we never express 

gratitude for anything, the blessings that we have, the favour that we have becomes a 

curse because we always seem to want more. Judas a cursed man, always wanting more. 

Perhaps not only him and perhaps all the disciples at one point was never grateful to be 

in the presence of God though they were already divinely favoured. 

When we know that we are always divinely favoured and when we are grateful for it, we 

seek to express this in doing good for God and good for others. Perhaps, if Judas was 

grateful, his question would not have been, “why was the perfume not sold and the 

money given to the poor?” perhaps his question would have been, “Lord, how can we 

too do something wonderful for you?” 



Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus Christ, as we enter into this coming Holy week, we thank You for 
Your divine favour upon our lives. We seek this week, to become more grateful 

for Your everlasting blessings. Lord, forgive us where we have wronged you 
and others by being selfish and ungrateful. During this time of isolation Lord, 

make us mindful that when this period ends, that we should not only be 
thankful for all that we have but share it with others as Mary so freely shared 

her gifts with You. Help us to serve like Martha, to join you at the table like 
Lazarus and to always be mindful of others situations as Mary was mindful of 

yours. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen  

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were an offering far too small; Love so amazing, 

so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 

I. Watts  

 

 

 

 


