
 

Day 7  – Fr Jerome’s Lockdown Reflections 

Thursday in Lent 5 

2 April 2020 

Readings: Genesis 17:3-9, Psalm 105:1-9, John 8:51-59   

 
Good Morning, Friends in Christ. 

 
I recall today the many times people has asked; “please stay at home.” This is not an instruction in a 
dictatorship but an instruction in love and care for yourself and neighbour. It does sometimes feel as 
if the authorities are speaking to the ‘deaf.’ 
 
A dialogue with the deaf between Jesus and the Jews is revealed for us in today’s reading of John’s 
gospel. Have you sometimes had the experience of speaking with a person who thinks exactly the 
opposite of what you think and is not aware of it? 
 
They did not understand the importance and significance of what Jesus was saying: “Whoever keeps 
My word will not see death!” These words of Jesus must have been like a sword which wounded 
the self-esteem of the Jews. To tell the religious authority: “You do not know the God whom you say 
you know. I know Him and you do not know Him!” It is like accusing them of total ignorance exactly 
regarding the theme on which they think they are specialized doctors. 
 
They did not understand anything of what Jesus was saying. It is so with us also, many times. We do 
not listen carefully to the instructions of Jesus and does exactly the opposite of what he ask us to 
do? 

 
How do you feel when people do not listen attentively? 

 
It seems we have entered a time of solitude to learn again the art of listening? Use it well……. 

 
“People love to talk but hate to listen. Listening is not merely not talking, though even that is beyond 

most of our powers; it means taking a vigorous, human interest in what is being told us. You can 
listen like a blank wall or like a splendid auditorium where every sound comes back fuller and richer.” 

Alice Duer Miller 
 

Pray 
Lord, I have heard your voice 

calling at a distance. 
Guide my steps to You, Lord, 

guide my steps to you. 
Lord, I have heard your voice 

calling at a distance. 
Guard my way to You, Lord, 

guard my way to You. 
Cuthbert 

 


