
Day Sixty Six 

The day of Pentecost 

Sunday, 31 May 2020 

Reading: Acts 2: 1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30*, Psalm 104: 26-36, 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 

2:1-21, Gospel Reading: John 20: 19-23 or John 7: 33-39 

The Lord is here 

His spirit is with us……. 

Dear friends in Christ 

The day of Pentecost has been celebrated for generations and it is one of most 

important festivals that the church in most denominations commemorates. Gods’ Holy 

Spirit descending on the apostles after the ascension of Jesus. 

The festival of Pentecost had been celebrated for the longest years. The Acts of the 

Apostles chapter two reads that they were all together in one place when the day of 

Pentecost had come. Pentecost was nothing new to the new sect of people who decided 

they wanted to follow Jesus. 

They were well aware of observing this festival. Scholars in my bible commentary 

observed that this day was originally instituted by the Israelites of old. Moses had 

received instructions from the Lord that certain days had to be observed. Following the 

observance of the Passover offering, the people of God were to rest, do no work, deny 

themselves and observe the day of atonement as a holy convocation for them (Leviticus 

Chapter 23). 

Gathering together the friends, disciples, new followers of Christ were gathered to 

observe one of the oldest traditions of the Israelites. They observed the day of Pentecost 

like they probably did the previous year, but that specific year they were in grief, sorrow 

perhaps, joyful perhaps, nervous, scared, worried about what the future would hold, but 

were gathered any way to observe the day of Pentecost. 

The book of the Acts of the Apostles does not specify what the people did when they 

were gathered. There was just a rush of violent wind that filled the entire house where 

they were sitting. All of them were filled as Jesus had promised with the Holy Spirit. 

The Acts of the Apostles does not say that these people were praying and the Day of 

Pentecost in particular were one of those festivals where no work had to be done, where 

people were to rest, where people were to deny themselves and keep observance of 

that which was holy. 



We are the modern day Christians and we learn from history what traditions we need to 

observe. We decide for ourselves which we follow and which are too far-fetched but one 

tradition that should never be compromised is the observance of Gods holiness, 

observance of self-denial and the gift of holy convocation. 

The day of Pentecost therefore friends should not be exaggerated as a day of limitless 

prayer and requests to God. It should be observed as day of rest, a day of self-denial and 

an observance of that which God regards as holy. Perhaps then as the apostles and their 

friends experienced that day will we too be given a fresh portion of Gods Holy Spirit. 

Let us pray: 

“Come Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 

And lighten with celestial fire; 

Thou the anointing Spirit art, 

Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart.” 

     APB 1989; 585 

 

 

 

 

 


