
 

Day 62 – Fr Jerome’s Lockdown Reflections 

Wednesday in Ascension-tide 

27 May 2020  

Readings: Acts 20:28-38, Psalm 68:28-35, John 17:11b-19 

 

We are now in the Novena of Pentecost, waiting for the coming of the Holy Spirit. Jesus says that 

the gift of the Holy Spirit is given only to those who ask for it in prayer (Lk 11:13). In the Cenacle, 

for nine days, from the Ascension to Pentecost, the Apostles persevered in prayer together with 

Mary, the Mother of Jesus (Acts 1:14), and they obtained the abundance of the gift of the Holy 

Spirit (Acts 2:4). Today’s Gospel continues to place before us the Priestly Prayer of Jesus. It is a 

very opportune text to prepare ourselves during these days for the coming of the Holy Spirit in 

our life. 

Hearing we can return to our places of worship(although with conditions) is like an expectant 

mother, waiting for the birth of her new child. We are all entering a new time. A new gift we are 

about to receive. How powerful that we can resume our spiritual and pastoral practices the day 

after Pentecost. The day of the birth of Christ, Church on earth. We have received God’s 

spirit…now go forth….baptise….teach them!!! 

As You sent Me into the world, I have sent them into the world. Jesus asks that they be 

consecrated in truth. That is, that they may be capable of dedicating their whole life to giving 

witness of their convictions concerning Jesus and God the Father. Jesus sanctified Himself in the 

measure in which, during His life, He revealed the Father. He asks that the disciples enter into the 

same process of sanctification. Their mission is the same as Jesus’ mission. They sanctify 

themselves in the measure in which, living in love, they reveal Jesus and the Father. To sanctify 

oneself means to become human like Jesus. Pope Leo the Great said, “Jesus was so human, but 

so human, as only God can be human.” For this reason we should live in opposition to the world, 

because the system of the world dehumanizes human life and renders it contrary to the 

intentions of the Creator. Now is the time to come out and truly confess your faith. 

Will you cease this opportunity….for Jesus and Jesus alone… 

In Christ alone my hope is found 

He is my light, my strength, my song 

This Cornerstone, this solid ground 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 

What heights of love, what depths of peace 

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 

My Comforter, my All in All 

Here in the love of Christ I stand 

 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh 

Fullness of God in helpless babe 

This gift of love and righteousness 



Scorned by the ones He came to save 

'Til on that cross as Jesus died 

The wrath of God was satisfied 

For every sin on Him was laid 

Here in the death of Christ I live 

 

There in the ground His body lay 

Light of the World by darkness slain 

Then bursting forth in glorious Day 

Up from the grave He rose again 

And as He stands in victory 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 

For I am His and He is mine 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

 

No guilt in life, no fear in death 

This is the power of Christ in me 

From life's first cry to final breath 

Jesus commands my destiny 

No power of hell, no scheme of man 

Can ever pluck me from His hand 

'Til He returns or calls me home 

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

Songwriters: Keith Getty / Stuart Townend 

   


