
 

Day 4  – Fr Jerome’s Lockdown Reflections 

Monday in Lent 5 

30 March 2020 

Readings: Hosea 3:1-5, Psalm 23, John 7:53 – 8:11   

 
Good Morning, Fellow Brothers & Sisters in Christ 
 
Hope you all had a wonderful and peaceful sleep. Please listen to this music on youtube and be 
thankful for everything new received….  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQl9FB8nNEA 
 
In today’s Gospel reading, we reflect on the encounter of Jesus with a woman whom was going 
to be stoned. Jesus disturbs and troubles the religious authority with this encounter. They try, by 
all possible means, to accuse Him and to get rid of Him bringing before Him a woman, caught 
committing adultery. They want to use the woman in order to have an argument against Jesus. 
Today also, under the appearance of Laws, many persons are marginalized.  
 
“What is your opinion, what do you have to say?” It was a trap. If Jesus had said, “Apply the 
Law”, they would have said, “He is not as good as He seems, because He has said to kill the poor 
woman!” If He had said, “Do not kill her”, they would have said, “He is not as good as He seems, 
because He does not even observe the law!” Under appearances of fidelity to God, they 
manipulate the law using the person of the woman. 
 
Writing on the ground. Calmly, He bends down and begins to write on the ground with His finger. 
Then Jesus rises and says, “Let the one among you who is guiltless be the first to throw a stone 
at her!” Then bending down again He continued to write on the ground. Jesus does not discuss 
the law. But He changes the objective of the judgment. Instead of allowing them to place the law 
above the woman to condemn her, He asks them to examine themselves in the light of what the 
law demands from them.  
 
The symbolical action of writing on the ground clarifies everything. The word of the Law of God 
has its own consistency. A word written on the ground has no consistency. The rain and the wind 
carry it away. The forgiveness of God takes away sin identified and denounced by the law. 
 
Jesus does not allow anyone to use the Law of God to condemn brother or the sister when the 
person who condemns is himself/herself a sinner. This episode, better than any other teaching, 
reveals that Jesus is the light which makes truth shine. He opens up what exists in the secret of 
persons, in the intimate depth of each one of us. In the light of His word, those who seemed to 
be the defenders of the law reveal themselves being full of sin and they themselves recognize it, 
and they leave, beginning by the eldest. And the woman considered to be guilty and deserving of 
death, remains standing up before God, absolved, redeemed and with her dignity recovered.( Jn 
3:19-21). 
 
May our return each and every day be like Hosea prophesied? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQl9FB8nNEA


“4 For the Israelites shall remain many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or pillar, 
without ephod or teraphim. 5 Afterward the Israelites shall return and seek the Lord their God, 
and David their king; they shall come in awe to the Lord and to his goodness in the latter days.” 

 
May we not condemn but draw closer in the remaining days those marginalized by ourselves. 
May the consistency of the Word of God make us know his forgiveness for all of us, sinners we 
are. May Jesus the light of truth open the inner depths of our desire so that we may also remain 
standing before Him, knowing that we are absolved, redeemed and have received our full dignity 
as those made in the image of Him who is far above all.   
 
Pray 

Yahweh is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
In grassy meadows He lets me lie. 
By tranquil streams He leads me 

to restore my spirit. 
He guides me in paths of saving justice 

as befits His name. (Ps 51:1-3) 


