
  

Day 47  – Fr Jerome’s Lockdown Reflections 

Wednesday in the 5th Week of Easter  - Commemoration of Elizabeth Paul 

13 May 2020 

Readings: Acts 15:1-6, Psalm 122, John 15:1-8       

 

Elizabeth Paul – Saints & Seasons 

Today we commemorate Elizabeth Paul from the Diocese of Mthatha. She was born of 

Spalding in Zandukwana Tsolo on 19 December 1906 before the promulgation of the 

immorality Act which forbade people of different racial identities from marrying each 

other. She grew up in a Christian environment, schooling at a local Tsolo school. Her 

mother tongue was isiXhosa and her father’s was English. She was fluent in both 

languages. She got married at a very tender age to James otherwise called Jimmy Paul; 

but their marriage was childless; however one day she had a dream in which she was 

told that her children would be countless in number. 

On 13 May 1950 she had a visitation through a vision that on the following day, 14 May 

1950, she should be prepared to welcome visitors whom she did not know. It so 

happened that 14 may 1950 was the day of Pentecost. She got up early in the morning 

and with her husband Jimmy prepared to go to church. At the door steps, she was 

reminded by the voice she heard that she should go back home to welcome her visitors. 

It came to pass that the Angel of God was sent to her with a commission that she should 

 Teach the people about the Christian principles and values; 

 Preach the Good News of salvation; 

 Exorcise the demon possessed; 

Her ministry came at a time when the church had a lull in the ministry of healing. The 

impact of her ministry is still very much alive as it was 62 years ago. She was obedient 

to the Church and faithful to God until the end. We praise God for her life which is 

attested throughout South Africa. Every day in the morning, during the day and in the 

evening there are prayers across denominational divide at her sanctuary in Tsolo. 

…………………………………………………………………. 

The Gospels of today and tomorrow present part of the reflection of Jesus around the 
parable of the vine. To understand the significance of this parable, it is important to 
carefully study the words used by Jesus. It is also important to closely observe a vine, or 
any other plant, to see how it grows: how the trunk and branches become united, and 
how the fruit springs from each. 

In the Old Testament the image of the vine indicated the people of Israel (Is 5:1-2). The 
people were like a vine that God planted with great tenderness on the hills of Palestine 
(Ps 80:9-12). But the vine does not correspond to what God expected. Instead of 



producing good grapes, it produces sour fruit which is good for nothing (Is 5:3-4). Jesus is 
the new vine, the true vine. In one phrase alone He gives us the comparison. He says, “I 
am the true vine and My Father is the vine dresser. Every branch in Me that bears no fruit 
He cuts away, and every branch that does bear fruit He prunes to make it bear even 
more.” Pruning is painful but it is necessary. It purifies the vine, and thus it grows and 
bears more fruit. 

 What have been the various pruning, or difficult, moments in my life which have helped 

me to grow? What have been the pruning or difficult moments that we have had in our 

community which have helped us to grow? 

• What keeps life unified and alive, capable of bearing fruit, is the sap which goes 

through it. What is the sap which goes through our community which keeps it alive, 

capable of bearing fruit?       

Lord, I love You and I give my life to You.  I pray that I may be planted in the fertile soil of 

Your abundant love and mercy.  Help me to be nourished by the life of grace You have 

lavished upon me and, as I grow in holiness, bring forth an abundance of good fruit in my 

life.  Jesus, I trust in You. Amen 

 

 

(The Accursed Fig Tree – Brooklyn Museum) 


