
  

Day 35 – Fr Jerome’s Lockdown Reflections 

Thursday in 3rd Week of Easter 

30 April 2020 

Readings: Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 66:7-8, 15-19, John 6:44-51       

The conversation in today’s gospel text becomes more demanding. Now, it is the Jews, 
the leaders of the people who complain: “Surely, this is Jesus, son of Joseph, whose 
father and mother we know. How can He say: I have come down from heaven?” (Jn 
6:42). He is known to us…he grew up before us…how can he now tell us that he comes 
from God. This is a question many off us face on a regular basis because in our homes and 
amongst our friends people expect us to behave differently…not to behave like Jesus is 
Lord of our lives. 
 
How many expect us to be the one they knew….the one we grew up with……? When 
we accepted the call to follow Jesus, our lives were irrevocably changed. What people 
knew off us no longer are important but what they now learn from our witness is much 
more….even more so important.     
 
The Jews thought they knew the things of God. But, in reality, they did not know them. If 
we were truly open and faithful to God, we would feel within us the impulse of God 
which attracts us toward Jesus and we would recognize that Jesus comes from God, 
because it is written in the Prophets: “They will all be taught by God; everyone who has 
listened to the Father and has learned from Him, comes to me.” 
 
How many times we find others knowing the things of God but do not allow themselves 
to be taught by Him…they do not allow themselves to listen and learn from him…How 
many times He extends the invitation: “Come to me!” 
 
There is still a question in all this. Anyone who is open to truth finds the response in 
Jesus. Today, many people withdraw and do not find any response. Whose fault is it? Is it 
of the persons who know how to listen? Or is it the fault of us, Christians, who do not 
know how to present the Gospel as a message of life? 
 
Dear Lord Jesus, We know that this week we have preferred to stay with the questions 
rather than to look for solutions in the global provision of food and resources. Forgive 

us that we have kept what we have to ourselves rather than offering it up to you for 
your blessing so that you might feed and sustain others. Forgive us that we have 

forgotten to gather up the pieces and have failed to be concerned about the waste that 
our society produces. Be for us here the Bread of Heaven, and feed and renew us so 

that we might share in your purpose in giving life to the world. Amen. 
(Prayer by A. Rocha) 

 
 


