
Day Ten 

Palm Sunday 

5 April 2020 

Readings: Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 31:9-18, Philippians 2:5-11, Gospel Reading: Matthew 

26:14-27 or Matthew 27: 11-54 

(Blessing of the Palms readings: Psalm 118:12, 19-29, Matthew 21: 1-11) 

The Lord be with you…… 

Good morning dear friends in Christ. 

Today marks the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, Palm Sunday, and the start of 

Holy week. For many of us, this is quite a sad day. We would have had our traditional 

Palm Procession and our beloved palm crosses blessed by our respective priests. 

However amidst our current situation we still celebrate the Lord today as we embark on 

following Him to the cross. 

Our Gospel text this morning Matthew 26:14-27 is not an unfamiliar one. We are well 

acquainted with old Judas Iscariot and his desire at one point in time to betray Jesus. 

Upon deliberating this specific text, I asked many questions, why was Judas chosen as 

one of the twelve? Did he at one point want to follow Jesus because he believed or 

because he saw a golden opportunity to carry the common purse as John’s Gospel 

describes him(John 12: 6). 

These are familiar questions we ask ourselves when we have been betrayed by some one 

that we loved or respected. We have questions that we need answers to. Was I a bad 

friend? Did I deserve to be treated in such a way? 

Jesus, sitting at the table, notices how Judas’ behaviour had changed towards Him. Jesus 

is certain and perhaps even heartbroken that Judas would stoop so low as to sell Him out 

because maybe He was not what Judas expected Him to be. Maybe Judas like the rest of 

the Jews was expecting the real Messiah, someone elaborate and rich, a person worthy 

of kingship. After all, Judas did betray Him for 30 pieces of silver and Jesus we all know, 

had had a simple life with only what was necessary. 

This perhaps was too little for Judas. Maybe he thought that Jesus would finally exalt 

Himself as King when they returned to Jerusalem for the Passover. But instead Jesus 

chose to ride on a donkey instead of a warrior horse. And yet Jesus, knowing that Judas 

sitting at the same table, drinking from the same cup and sharing in the same bread, was 

going to betray Him, loves him still. 



Our inadequacies when we are pressed to do things out of character, when we go astray, 

when we fall short of who God intends us to be, can never separate us from His 

unconditional love. He chooses still to break bread with us. That is the mystery of our 

faith; God loves us beyond our comprehension. 

“In this bitter Passion, Good Shepherd think of me 

With thy most sweet compassion, unworthy though I be: 

Beneath they cross abiding for ever would I rest, 

In thy dear love confiding, 

And with thy presence blest.” 

P. Gerhardt, Based on Salve caput cruentatum.  

Our collect for Palm Sunday: 

Eternal Father, your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ fulfilled your will by taking our nature 

and giving his life for us: help us to follow the example of his humility by walking in the 

way of the cross; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

 

 

 


